Background note
 

With the ever increasing importance of the internet in personal, business and administrative transactions, it has become imminently important to enable the internet as a tool for securing universal participation. The problems for disabled persons however remain the same on line as off line, namely the problem of access.  While assistive technologies have served to address this problem to a large extent, the non conformity to accessibility standards by web site developers has a direct bearing on the ability of disabled persons to access web content. Increased global awareness about web accessibility has resulted in many countries like UK, USA, Australia, Canada etc enacting specific legislations with regard to web accessibility standards. It is time India too took initiative to enforce compliance with web accessibility standards.
The Centre for Internet and Society is organising a meeting to launch a campaign to this end – 

The first meeting to kick start the campaign to ensure that India  adopts a National Policy on Online Accessibility, will be held on the  7th of November, 2008 at 11am. 
Agenda:
1. Introductions 

2. An Introduction to the National Policy Effort - What, Why and How?  
- Nirmita Narasimhan and Rahul Gonsalves

3. An introduction to Web Accessibility  
-Rahul Gonsalves
4. Brief Legal Overview of Disability Legislation in India 
-Jayna  Kothari (Ashira Law) and  Ushajee Peri (Alternative Law Forum)

5. Discussion on Policy Intervention
- Meenu Bambani
6. Strategy Formulation
For further information:
1. <http://cis-india.org/advocacy/open-standards/accessibility/blog/meeting-on-national-policy-for-e-access-for-all >
2. <http://rahulgonsalves.com/e-access/>
Date: Nov 7th, 2008

Time: 11:00 am

Venue: CIS office

Centre for Internet and Society
No. D2, 3rd Floor, Sheriff Chambers
14, Cunningham Road, Bangalore - 560 052
P: +91 80 4092 6283


Contact person: Nirmita Narasimhan

(email) nirmita@cis-india.org
(m) 9845868078

